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Cohesive Strategy

Topic: The USDA ForestSerwie and DO Iar devebpig a com m on stategy forreducihg fiek and westoring bnd
healh n fireprone arcas

Background:The DO Iand USDA FrestSerwie have prepared 2 Docum ents outhhihg strateges orprotectihg peopk
and the envionm entby restorng and sustahihg bBnd healh; Protectihg Peopk and Sustaihiig R esoures 1 Fie-
adapted Ecosystem s -A Cohes¥e Strategy USDA ForestSerwte, 2000) and htegratng Fie and NatumalR esource

M anagem ent-A Cohesive Stategy ForProtectng Peopk By Restorng Land Healh OO I, ih diaft). The Federal

W idBbnd Fie M anagem entPolcy and Program Revew (1995) and the 10-yearcom prehensive strategy A Colbbomtive
Appmwach forReducng W idbnd Fie R ks to Com m uniies and the Envionm ent 2001),both rrcomm end a
colbbomtie, nteragency apprach to addressig w idbnd fire probkm s.

T Addion, the July 31,2001 GAO testin ony The NatbnalFie Phn -FedemlAgences Are NotO ganied to

E flectivey and E ficently In pm entthe P Bn suggests that n orderto be successiul], fedemlfire m anagers m ust orge
new workng rehtonships wih otherdisciplnes w ithi the agencEs, and ako In prove coordnaton, consitency, and
agreem entam ong the federalbnd m anagem entagences 1 the two deparm ents.

The eflortw fllbe a step Pward n ulfiling these expectatbns. ki antcpated thatthe strategy w illbe com pkted i the
nextfew weeks.

Key Points and Issues:

The purpose of the strategy is to:

1. Establich natbnalprbrites forfueltreatm ent; ensurng findihg & mgeted o the hghestrick com m unites and
ecosystem s.

2. Evaliate the tadeoffs betw een program s thatem phasize w idlbnd utban nterface and those thatem phaske
ecosystem restomtbn and m antenance.

3. M easur the effectiveness of strategi program optbns atdifferent finding kvel.

4. Recomm end a sttategic program to bestachieve natbnalfieltreatm entobectives forcom m uniy protecton and
ecosystem restoraton and m antenance.
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5. Em phasikze bndscape-scak, cross-boundary treatm ents thatreduce hazards whik providing benefis to other
ecosystem valies.

The sttategy w illem phasze In proved workng rehtonshps between federmlbnd m anagers, as wellas w ith m ulpk key
discplnes nside the varbus bnd m anagem entand regubtory agencies and burraus across geographic scaks.

Contacts:

PeterTeensma,BLM (02) 4525053
Mark Beghky,USFS 02)205-0888
Tin Sexton,NPS (08) 3875223




